~ Death-Defying Acts

W’ell you know I:hcre s no?hmg more. - their own expenences and familie ;

a lesbian about the Holocaust,” quips

‘Lisa Kron, a founding member of the

Obie and Bessm  Award-winning New

York-based theater company The Five  German,” she points out, “and is very -

Lesbian Brothers and_author of the play. ~ affectionate about the town where he

2.5 Minute Rids, which apens Saturday night  grew up.” The central lesson‘and the cen- -

at the Tiffany Theater. Kron always wanted . terpiece of the show,

to write a play about her father, a serious  around her father’

student of history and a German:born - American. army ‘officer interrogating a

Jew.who escaped the Holocaust on the - German prisoner, If he did not have the.

‘Kinderteansport and became a lawyer, - good fortune to have been born' a,] ew,

ultimately settling in Michigan. But- her father ironically reflects, he

when she told his stories, they rang . “have been a Nazi. “Our assumpl

false, Kron says: “They:were too full of: we would always act on the right sid

myth and an awestruck tone that didn't * not to be assunied,” she says.

seem right. There was something'sus-. “It sounds like a totally sel nduigent

pect about it. There was a need forme to.  enterprise. Playwright Paul Rudnick said,”

tell them in'a way that was separate,  ‘Six milllon andone 'cause they're not the

There was a piece missing, and I couldn' L only ones who'stiffered.’ Bat it's not that

supply it because I wasn't there.” * " it's something I've had alot of very diverse
After taking a trip to Auschwitz with. - ,audmnom come lo see, and people mlate

her father, she began to generate her ¢

own,_ stories. “They seemed. _more .

. that's not how life works. That's nota

- human story. On the trip, I could see

things refracted off my own experience

1 thought I was going to make a’ ducu-

" ment that detailed my dad’s expen

ences, but [ had to come to' grips wi

the fact that, that world is gone. By

* meshing it with who I'am, I could create
something new. And that’s what the
show.is.” The first time her father saw
the show, she says, he commented:
“Nice eulogy, butI'm not dead yet:":

- Though David Sedaris has said that
there’s nothing more dangernus fora
parent than a kid with a typewriter, she
laughs, her father ulumabely liked the
play, even if it was strange to see himself
disembodied in a work of art, “almost

like a hologram of himself,”

- 2.5 Minute Ride takes its name from a

 roller coaster at an Ohio amusement park
that Kron’s family used to go to when'she . |8

~ was a child. The work integrates three
different stories: the trip with her father
to his hometown and:the concentration
camp, her extended family in the Mid- -
west,. and her brother’s engagement and .

marriage to a woman he met ina Je\msh Fos k!

singles chatroom on AOL. 7
The play begins with a shde show of ; response to tragedy.

family pictures, but the images are blank . . Iax:t 1';1 make a money-L back guarantee

squares of colored light, enabling view- there won't be a selfindulgent moment!”
ers to project their own content onto ¢+ : —Elmnnuslon

~what Kron describes as “this template, BRI e

- dealing with universal issues o ‘L

“impending death of a parent, our re L

“tionship to history, a'lot'of different = p.m. Sun., 3, 7:30 p.m.; Wed., 3 U, Fri.,
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